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Meeting Date              
September 27, 2014

Make the drive out to Llano, Texas to see the excellent work being 
done by Bob Pheil.  His work will amaze and impress so remeber 
this, blacksmithing is a craft Bob took up once he had retired!
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A Great Deal

Balcones Forge has Mark Aspery Books!

All 3 volumes:

 I - Basic Blacksmithing
 II - Leafwork
 III - Joinery

$50 each -- no tax, no shipping, normal price $59

Send your requests to Rudy@BalconesForge.org

September Trade Item 

The trade item for September is a key.

This is a trade so give your best effort......

REMEMBER: you gotta make one to take 
one!

August Meeting Minutes

The Balcones Forge Meeting took place August 
16 at Willie’s Grill & Icehouse in New Braunfels 
after members selected their favorites from a wide 
selection of food items.

Jerry commenced the meeting and the first topic 
was forge pans. John Crouchet indicated that he 
currently has orders for 4 forge pans and there are 
6 request slots left for anyone that wants one.  The 
initial forge construction is done by Lupe Uridales 
and these are exactly like the 10 forges used by 
the blacksmith participants at the Bluebonnet 
demo last March hosted by John Crouchet and 
demonstrater Mark Aspery.  Contact John or Jerry 
to get in on this money saving deal.  John will post 
a workday after the forges are delivered to him in 
Wimberly so that the legs can be welded on.

Jim Elliott reported that the anvils for Balcones 
Forge are ready for shipment and a workday is 
pending when the anvils actually arrive.

Jerry noted upcoming meetings as follows:
September - Bob Pheil, LLano
October - Georgetown
November - Blanco Buggy Barn / Meeting on the 
8th, demonstrations 7, 8, 9.
December - Whitley’s (tentative Dec 13)
January - Hunt, TX - Gary Hilton
February - Bryan - Lee(Blues)Brothers
March - Fredericksburg Pioneer Museum
April - Marble Falls- Bluebonnet -Dorothy Stigler
May - San Marcos - Swing Fest

The competition item for this meeting was a 
wrench.  Jerry Achterberg & myself presented the 
only 2 forged items for the judges review and after 
some serious scrutiny by John Crouchet, Jim El-
liott, and Robin Ream.  They selected my spud 
wrench as the winner and I was awarded a vintage 
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Master Blacksmith/Teacher Jerry Darnell’s 
second book 
“Forging Colonial Iron Work II” 
is fresh off the press as of June 5th. 

Cost $20.00 plus shipping/handling. 

Please contact Jerry directly:

Phone---
(910) 464-3888 (Shop)
(910) 464-2636 (House)

Stuart mini anvil and hammer.  The show & tell 
items were also unique.  Jerry Whitley presented 
the group with a 4x2 inch piece of block steel with 
the impression of a small open ended wrench 
pressed into it.  A very clean & neat example that 
he had done with his hydraulic press.

Smokey Thompson had everyone on the edge 
of their chairs for his presentation of flint strikers.  
His demonstration included the technique for strik-
ing the flint and indicated that the best striker was 
one that he had made out of a file.  He informed 
us about the forging of the individual strikers as 
well as quenching and the heat treating process.  
Smokey also had several hand made tinder box-
es that stored not only tinder, but striker and flint.  
One of my favorites was the tinder box that he had 
crafted a handmade leather sheath for.  Because 
Smokey is so committed to the Colonial style of 
forged items, he lights his coal forge with his own 
hand made strikers and carefully selected tinder.  
This made me rethink (silently to myself) that if I 
am to pursue future blacksmithing skills I must se-
lect and stick to only one brand of charcoal lighter 
fluid.  Might even start using wooden matches in-
stead of those footlong butane lighters.  

Jerry Achterberg commented on his progress with 
forge welding after Mark Aspery’s demonstration 
last April.  The use of Iron Mountain Flux, accord-
ing to Jerry, along with practice, practice, practice 
has resulted in his confidence and ability to com-
plete a forged weld.  He then held up a 4 foot piece 
of loggers chain with perfectly uniformed links of 
hand forge welded links.  Numerous other com-
ments from obviously successful forge welders 
were offered to the group.   

A very interesting description was given by Jerry 
on how he detailed the attractive stamping pat-
terns on his crosses. Another unselfish example 
of sharing from one blacksmith to another.  Proud 
of his work yet wants to pass the technique on to 
anyone showing interest.  

Jerry showed the group a very old miners lamp 
holder.  After detailing the workmanship and rare-
ness of such an item, the group got a good laugh 

when Tom the Blacksmith from Wimberly present-
ed one in pristine condition that he got off ebay.

The Iron In The Hat event got underway as John 
Crouchet started his display of antique tools that 
were still functional and useful.  The interesting 
collection went fast as did all other items that indi-
viduals donated for the sake of Balcones Forge.   It 
pointed out that if every meeting produced money 
like what was collected today ($232.00), Balcones 
Forge would continue to do very well financially.  

Meeting adjourned.

Submitted by Tim Tellander, Secretary

NOTICE

The October meeting of Balcones Forge is 
the official business meeting for the year.  
The elections for Board of Directors will 
be held at that meeting.  Officers are ap-
pointed by the elected Board.
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Above: crosses textured by pressing files into the soft metal
Below: tender boxes                                                                    photos by Jerry Whitley
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Future Balcones Forge Meetings

September 27, 2014- Llano, TX.  Bob Pheil

October 18, 2014: Chisholm Trail Days 
San Gabriel Park, Georgetown, TX- (looking for volunteers the 17th)

November 8, 2014: Buggy Barn Museum - Blanco, TX 
December 13, 2014 Jerry Whitley - Devine, TX

January 2015: Gary Hilton - Hunt, TX
February 2015- Lee Brothers @ Steep Hollow Forge - Bryan, TX

March 2015- Pioneer Museum - Fredericksburg, TX
April 2015- Bluebonnet - Marble Falls, TX

May 2015- Swing Music Fest - San Marcos, TX


