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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings,

May was a busy month. We had our monthly meeting 
in Round Rock at the Old Settlers Museum. Lance and 
I were in Fredericksburg at the Pioneer Museum on the 
same day, sorry to have missed what looked like a fun 
meeting. Tom and Jerry also demonstrated in Bastrop in 
May. We also missed a couple of other opportunities to 
show our craft to the public.
 
Speaking of that, I’m going to get on my soapbox for a mo-
ment. Balcones Forge is a volunteer organization. Folks, 
every officer or board member gives their time freely. It 
seems that when something needs to get done and a call 
for volunteers is put out, it is always the same core group 
that shows up. There are always opportunities to help, just 
ask. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank ev-
eryone that does help.
 
Ok, now that I’ve got that off my chest. The June meeting 
will be at Pioneer Farms in Austin on the 24th. The demon-
stration will be a chain making demo. If you’re interested 
in forge welding then you don’t want to miss it. Since it is 
barbecue season, let’s make a grilling utensil for the trade 
item (fork, spatula, steak turner, etc.…). To increase inter-
est and participation there will be a prize for the winner.

Arron Tilton, Balcones Forge President

Meeting is on June 24
Start time is 9:00
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More info in the two Balcones Forge Facebook pages. (You can check out the posts 
without having a Facebook account.)

https://www.facebook.com/BFCTB/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/688735415468063

Upcoming Meetings
                               
    

Here is the Schedule for the rest of the year. 
 
June 24th                    Pioneer Farms, Austin 

July 8th                       Furniture Museum, New Braunfels 

August 12th                Furniture Museum, New Braunfels 

September 24th          Wendish Fest, Serbin (yes, this is a Sunday)

October 21st               Rustyk Forge, Devine:  Mark Ling  Demonstrator 

November 11th           Furniture Museum, New Braunfels 

December 9th             Furniture Museum, New Braunfels
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, 
contributors, editors and writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as 
a result of the use of any information published in the newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  
Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided but the use by our members and 
readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

ABANA INFORMATION

Announcement: Team Forging Competition

Note: The entry fee is $100 per team - a perfect chance for your Affiliate to sponsor a team!
 

Mark your calendars for June 6-9, 2024, to join us in Johnstown, Pennsylvania for the ABANA 50-
Year Anniversary Celebration! A Team Forging Competition will be held during the event.
To compete, form a team of 4 individuals.

Each team will have a 4-hour time slot during the event to forge a design of their own creation.
The design should relate to or be inspired by ABANA’s 50th Anniversary.

The competition will be in Johnstown’s Central Park and open to the public. Therefore, each team will 
supply a docent or liaison for a competing team to communicate with onlookers.
Finished projects will be judged and prizes will be awarded.

Team registration will open at a later date, but let us know if you’re considering competing and we’ll be 
sure to keep you in the loop.

Speaking of ABANA Conferences...

It is time for us to scope out sites for the 2026 and 2028 Conferences.
We’re looking for suggestions, venue leads, and input from YOU.

Send Us Your Ideas

ABANA Headquarters
1.814.254.4817 
info@abana.org

Trade Item Details

For June, the trade item is a grilling utensil.  To participate, simply make the item chosen for the month.  
Sometimes there are detailed instructions and sometimes you get to make what ever your imagination 
tells you.  Bring it to the meeting, participate in the trade and you will walk away with another smith’s 
version of the item.

Remember, you gotta make one to take one.  This month, there will be a prize!
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360° of Blacksmithing T-shirt

The design on the front is in white and black with red details 
showing the many facets of blacksmithing and the important 
roles that blacksmiths have held over the centuries.

100% Cotton. S - 3XL
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DIRECTIONS to Pioneer Farms

Pioneer Farms is located at 10621 Pioneer Farms Drive in northeast 
Austin, just east of Interstate 35. Exit I-35 at Braker Lane (Exit 243), 
go east and follow the signs (left at Dessau Road, right at Braker 
Lane East, right at Pioneer Farms Drive). 

From Parmer Lane, a mile north of Braker (Exit 245), go east to Des-
sau Road (third traffic light), turn right and go to Braker Lane East 
(first traffic light). Turn left and follow the signs. Free museum park-
ing.
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Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Central States Metal Artisans Spring Demonstrator: 
Peter Ross will be doing a one day demonstration followed by a 2 day workshop on Memorial Day weekend, May 
25th, 26th. and 27th. 2019. His website is https://www.peterrossblacksmith.com/

Peter Ross took his first blacksmith lesson at Stonybrook Museums, in 1970. After attending the Rhode Island 
School of Design, he worked his way through various shops working as a blacksmith until he moved to be the 
Master Blacksmith at Colonial Williamsburg. Peter worked to promote the study of blacksmithing through histor-
ically accurate processes. He remained at the museum from 1979 to 2004. He has now begun pursuing his own 
ventures of producing historic hardware reproductions in his own studio. Peter has demonstrated nationally at 
several ABANA conferences as well as most of the countries craft schools.

May 25th (Saturday) Peter will do a day long demonstration at the Haysville Shop.
May 26th 27th (Sunday Monday) Peter will teach a hands on workshop at Butch Howey’s place north of Maize, KS.
Cost to members will be $25 a day or $65 for all three days.  Membership to CSMA is $20 a year.

Rob Fertner
CSMA Editor
Wichita, KS
Email: rfertner@cox.net


